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ABSTRACT
Student-teachers find it difficult to create differentiated learning activities in the classroom during teaching practice. A student-teacher who is well trained, prepared and comfortable with the curriculum will be able to adapt the curriculum content, learning activities, methods and strategies according to the needs of the learners. However, the majority of student- teachers are currently not trained on how to create effective, differentiated teaching activities.

A qualitative research approach was used to accumulate reflections of first (n = 260) and second year (n = 144) student-teachers studying at a university in South Africa. Students were trained in how to create differentiated learning activities and had to reflect on their training experiences by completing a structured, open-ended questionnaire. The teaching principle used for this training was the creation of three differentiated learning activities: an activity for the slow learner, one for the average learner, and another for the gifted learner. For example, students had to design learning activities that are visual, concrete and enlarged for the slow learner. Once they were confident in doing so, they had to refine their activities to adjust to the specific learning barrier of each learner during teaching practice.
From the data analysis, it became clear that most of the participants in the study were unsure of how to create differentiated learning activities and needed the support of an expert as well as the inputs of their peers to help them create the learning activities needed. In conclusion, the literature review and findings of the study were integrated to formulate guidelines on how to train student-teachers to use differentiated instruction and assessment in a class with diverse learner needs.
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